showed that despite progress after the first inquiry there was disappointingly little improvement thereafter. These surveys also showed considerable differences in the standard of training received in different types of hospitals.
Introduction
Are the efforts of the Royal College of Psychiatrists and the Joint Committee for Higher Psychiatric Training to improve postgraduate training in psychiatry beginning to achieve results ? Four previous surveys made at three-yearly intervals of consultants appointed during-1963-751-4 showed that despite progress after the first inquiry there was disappointingly little improvement thereafter. These surveys also showed considerable differences in the standard of The consultants were divided into three groups on the basis of the type of hospital at which they had spent most of their time as registrars: 79 trained in psychiatric hospitals or general hospital (non-teaching) psychiatric units, 59 in teaching hospitals, and 23 at the Maudsley. One consultant was unable to complete the section "adequacy of training" although completing other parts of the questionnaire. Of the 43 female consultants-that is, 27 % of the respondents as compared with 20 % in the previous survey-27 had trained in psychiatric hospitals. There was a pronounced discrepancy, as in the previous survey, in the proportion of home and overseas doctors who had spent most of their time as registrars in some form of teaching hospital, the figures being 60 % and 26 % respectively.
To simplify the namely, psychogeriatrics, work with long-stay patients, and community work. This has been accompanied by a small drop in the numbers reporting satisfaction with training in rehabilitation and group psychotherapy. In the teaching hospital group there has been an overall moderate increase in all areas with the exception of other methods of psychotherapy, while experience in the community and with individual psychotherapy has shown a considerable improvement. Changes in the psychiatric hospital group have been much less pronounced, with the exception of modest improvements in individual psychotherapy, community work, child psychiatry, and forensic psychiatry, with an appreciable improvement in experience in subnormality and a falling off in the teaching of psychogeriatrics.
In summary, then, there does seem to have been some overall advance since the last survey, but the teaching hospital and Maudsley trainees benefited the most while the group most in need-that is, those who have spent most of their training in psychiatric hospitalshave experienced the least improvement in supervised training.
Discussion
There are still several important areas of psychiatry where most newly appointed consultants report inadequate training and experience, particularly with work in the community, subnormality, and forensic psychiatry. There has been a considerable improvement in the proportions reporting adequate experience in the cummunity, but even so about three-fifths of the consultants have some reservations about this aspect of their training.
There does now seem to be cause for guarded optimism about the improvements produced by the 
